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This is the first monograph on the only fortified village in Northern Pakistan that is still inhabited, and thus the only study of the type. Sazin lies alone in its own valley at about 1500 m in the extreme western Himalayas, with terraced fields watered by a stream running into the Indus from the south. Its inhabitants are Shin, part of a Dardic population in this region west of Gilgit which perhaps numbers 150,000 in all. Like other villages in Shinaki, it is governed largely by its own democratic council, defending its right to summer pastures in the mountain spurs between neighbouring valleys. The British, who only took Gor and Chilas in 1892, never extended their rule further downstream to this region: to this day it remains untaxed by the central government and, until a dirt road was built for forestry work in the 1970s from the Karakorum Highway some 500 m below, it could be reached only on foot. It therefore remained little influenced by the outside world until very recently. Dr Andrews was the first Westerner to spend more than two days there.

Professor Jettmar recognised its importance as the last survivor of its kind in 1982, and in 1987 commissioned Dr Andrews, of the Institute for Ethnology at the University of Cologne, to make an architectural survey, funded by the German Research Society (DFG). As Jettmar was unable to accompany him, Andrews also gathered information for an initial ethnography of the village, covering its social organisation, agricultural economy, animal husbandry, and history besides its material structure, in the four months available to him. Although the original square plan of the village is gradually being eroded by new building and changed by accretions, he was able to record enough to show how it must originally have been laid out on an axial basis. He was also able to survey an older fort, organised on a quite different, concentric plan, on a nearby spur above the valley. This, he believes, was the original settlement, abandoned when the valley became Muslim in the early eighteenth century, and the present village was founded.

The information from Andrews fieldwork is supplemented here by an introduction on the larger setting by Karl Jettmar, and an historical commentary drawn from his own very long experience of Dardic culture and religion in the area,. Prof. Buddruss has analysed the vocabulary of terms collected by Andrews, comparing it with terms in other Shina dialects. 

